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Teacher guided process ART 
Wow- that sounds like an oxymoron. 

 
When we think of process art, we think of childrenΧ 

o exploring with materials 
o engaging in problem solving 
o using creative thinking 
o constructing independent decisions and/or rethinking their 

decisions based on ideas shared by peers 
o learning initiative 
o taking risks by showing originality 
o expressing her/himself through representation 
o formulating unexpected connections 
o building confidence and self- worth 
o ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘέ 

end product 
o exploring in their own way with their choice of materials 

Á i.e. one child may be painting on the easel, another 
stringing necklaces of noodles at the sensory table, 
another creating cookies from play dough, another is 
creating a dinosaur from collage materials, while yet 
another is drawing  with crayons the illustrations on a 
self- created picture book- all children do not need to 
be experiencing art in the same way at the same time 

 
How can this process that provides such unlimited possibilities and 
expression be teacher directed...? 
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Although, open-ended art does not have one correct way or product, we 

as teachers need to help children make connections between new 

experiences and what they already know. Art is a way to help children 

make these connections and to scaffold their learning. 

As teachers we are continually reflecting on our daily intentional 

observations of children to decide: 

How can I scaffold for next steps and promote their confidence as a 

learner and thinker? 

 

So while some art projects are completely open-ended in choice of 

material and topic- others can be more guided by the teacher. Children 

are invited to explore a material and/or topic at the art center. 

Having an objective does not necessarily mean that you have to give up 

all of the amazing benefits of process art.  

 
For example, a teacher read the book Go Away Big Green Monster  
by Ed Emberly. After rea ding the story and examining all of the 
different parts of the monster, she invited the children to design 
their own big green monster at the art center in which she laid out 
paper in the colors of the monster.  
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Objective: Response to the book, 
Going on A Bear Hunt. 
Teacher provided multiple 
materials and invited students to 
create their own representation of 
a bear. 
 
                       The Grouchy Ladybug 
 
The Snowy Day  
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There are times when we simply want the children 
to explore with materials to find out more about 
who they are, how they think, what they know and 
what they are learning.  
Yet other times, when we ha ve a set objective, we 
provide the provocation for the learning experience.  
 

Provocations: deliberate and thoughtful decisions 

made by the teacher to extend the ideas of the children. 
 
Teachers provide materials, media, and general direction as 
needed, but the children take the ideas where they want. There 
is an objective to meet and yet the child is exploring the art 
process and idea in their own unique way.  Children continue to 
develop skills of creativity, inventiveness and flexibility in 

thinking, planning and reflecting. 

.  

Objective: Exploration of on-going discussions 
about penguins:  teacher placed a picture of a 
penguin with black, white, and orange paper 
at the art center 

Objective: Knowledge of two-
dimensional shapes 
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Objective: Exploring the letters of 
the alphabet and looking at letters 
in different fonts 
 

Objective: Exploring the concept 
of a line and thinking symbolically 
 

Objective: Comparing and 
contrasting the different shades of 
black, white and gray 
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Objective: Fine motor skill of 
cutting 

Objective: Fine motor of cutting and 
gluing to form a pizza including crust, 
sauce and toppings 

Objective: fine motor skill of 
cutting and exploring mixture of 
colors 
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Objective: Comparing 
and contrasting features 
on faces; learning parts 
of the body; spatial 
relationships 

Objective: Identifying 
parts of body and 
writing to convey 
meaning 


